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Part of a Bigger Story
Louise and I have been serving with Cadence for over 
25 years. During that time, we have been involved with 
several ministries at various locations, both stateside and 
internationally. Over the years, it has been easy to focus on 
the specific ministry that God had for us within each area.

When I think of our story, I often envision it as a series 
of chapters, each corresponding to one of those ministry 
seasons. Sadly, I have often thought of each as an isolated 
story, separate from the other ministries in our proximity. 
For example, I might have thought about our time in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, but would not have necessarily 
connected it with the parallel ministries going on in 
Heidelberg, Hanau, Stuttgart, or Baumholder. Though 

we often collaborated on events, retreats, or trainings, my 
focus was often myopic. I cared far more about things 
happening in our community than some of God’s larger 
movements across the entire mission.

During our student ministry years, we took on various 
tasks within the Cadence team in Europe or Asia for larger 
events or camps. In those moments, my field of vision 
would expand, and I could see the themes and issues that 
all the ministries, coworkers, and their students were facing. 
Those opportunities opened my eyes to the broader story 
unfolding across the field.

As we transitioned from running a local ministry to field 
leadership, first with the student ministry team in Germany 
and then with house ministries across the WestPac, our 
focus began to broaden again. Instead of seeing just one 
ministry, we saw that each community, although an 
individual story, is part of a much bigger story that God is 
writing across Cadence International.

All these different ministries are threads of God’s tapestry 
that are being woven together. A bigger story is unfolding 
across not just the WestPac field, but also the other fields 
in Cadence. God is doing exciting things in Europe, Asia, 
Headquarters, and the Eastern Field.

During a recent retreat, God began to help me connect this 
story of His movement in Cadence with the larger story 
of His work across other ministries. We have the profound 
opportunity to be a part of this incredible story that God 
has been writing since the opening pages of Genesis.

In much the same way that God has been opening my eyes 
to the bigger story of Cadence, God has been moving my 
heart to be a part of the bigger mission of Cadence. Over the 
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last 18 months, I have been pondering and praying about 
whether God was asking me to consider applying for a new 
role within Cadence International.

On July 9, Cadence installed Dave Hutchings as our 
fifth president. When he assumed that position, it left his 
former role as VP for Field Ministries (VPFM) vacant. 
As I prayed and sought counsel, both inside and outside 
Cadence, I began to feel increasingly compelled to consider 

this position. 
I applied, was 
offered the 
job, and have 
accepted the 
position as the 
next VPFM.

In many ways, 
this role feels 
like the next 
logical step in 
my ministry 
journey with 
Cadence. The 
VPFM sets 

the direction and coaches the team of Field Leaders as they 
shepherd and care for those in their regions. It will provide 
the same care, coaching, communication, coordination, 
and leaning into crisis that we have done with WestPac, 
but across all fields and individual ministries of Cadence. It 
will involve much of what we have been doing, except on 
a larger stage and leading leaders in doing the same. It will 
also involve thinking through the strategic deployment of 
our resources and personnel across the mission, as well as 
working to shape policies and procedures for the benefit of 
the mission.

As many of you know, our Cadence journey has taken us 
across Europe, Asia, and Americas. It has taken us from 
our first roles as Interns all the way to Field Leader for 

the student ministries, and then across different kinds of 
house ministry as well. We have experienced many facets 
of ministry over our years with Cadence. Now, I will have 
the opportunity to leverage the many lessons I have learned 
during those assignments for the benefit of those I will serve 
and lead.

Some additional details about the role and its impact on 
our family.
•	 This position is one that I will take; Louise will have 

a different role within the mission. She is praying and 
seeking discernment on which role she will take once I 
step in as VPFM. I will continue with Cadence full-time, 
and she will work with Cadence half-time. She is also 
praying about ways that God may want to use some of 
her giftings at our local church.

•	 I will continue to travel for my role, likely an amount 
equal to what I currently do.

•	 I will begin my new role as the VPFM on January 1, 
2026, and will officially be a part of the HQ staff.

•	 Around Thanksgiving, I will relinquish my role as the 
WestPac field leader and begin support raising for my 
new role. I need to raise $2,300 in monthly support 
between now and the beginning of 2026.

•	 If you would like to know more specifics, please feel 
free to reach out to me via email, phone call, or text 
(707.472.1041). I would love to answer any questions 
that you may have. I would also love to connect with you 
to catch up.

As we enter this new season, would you please pray with us 
as God continues to call us to serve with Cadence and to be 
a part of what He is doing within ministry to the military? 
We are so grateful and humbled by the role that you have 
played in our journey. Thank you for your partnership 
through prayer and finances. Please continue in prayer with 
us for this next step.

Gratefully,
Nate and Louise Johnson

Louise and I with our grandson, Matthew.


