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My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared for all people to see.
He is a light that will reveal salvation to the nations
and bring glory to your people Israel.
Simeon, Luke 2:30–32

ADVENT 2022

Dear Friends,
I was eating dinner at a makeshift table in the living room 
of the Osan Hospitality House in Korea when TJ sat down 
across from me. Bonnie and I were on our month-long trip 
visiting our Cadence team in Asia, and Osan was our first 
stop. When I meet folks at our ministry locations, one of 
my favorite things to do is ask them to “share their story”. 
TJ’s captured my heart…

TJ grew up on a Navajo Indian reservation in New Mexico, 
one of five children. Having three older siblings who joined 
the military influenced him greatly, to the point that he 
decided to join the Air Force. One of his first duty stations 
was Osan Air Base in Korea. 

If you have ever been around Osan you quickly realize how 
difficult a duty assignment it can be. The base’s motto is 
“We fight tonight,” and the training tempo of the base is as 
high as anywhere in the military. The North Korean border 
is not far away, and the tension one feels just being in the 

area is high. Suicides happen much too often on the base as 
people struggle to cope with the stress. Some turn to other 
vices which are only too available right outside the base 
gates. TJ turned to alcohol. 

Being young and quickly becoming dependent on alcohol 
had a huge impact not only on TJ’s career in the Air Force 
but also on his spirit. An empty bottle was reflective of an 
empty soul. One of his co-workers, a young gal named 
Jessica, started to invite him to join her at the Cadence 
Hospitality House for a home-cooked meal and Bible study. 
TJ shared with me, “I knew nothing about Jesus and was 
not interested in what she was offering.” But the empty 
bottles caught up with him, and the trouble that followed 
jeopardized his Air Force career. While he was waiting to 
find out if he would be discharged from the Air Force, he 
decided that a positive step he could take would be to take 
Jessica up on her offer and check out the hospitality house 
on a Friday night. 

“That first night was intriguing to 
me. While I did not understand 
all that they were talking about, 
I recognized that there was a joy 
in that group that I had never 
experienced before.” TJ became 
a regular on Friday nights and 
after weeks of contemplation, he 
concluded that “this has to be true!” 
Michael, the Cadence missionary 
director at Osan, started to meet 
with TJ regularly, discipling him 
and helping him get grounded in 
his newfound faith. TJ shared with 
me that at first, he was intrigued by 
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the Word but soon he had a fire for it, spending hours of his 
free time reading and listening to sermons online, forming 
questions that he could then ask Michael. Too soon, his 
time at Osan came to an end, but the man who first moved 
to Korea in 2017 was very different from the man who 
moved back to the States in 2019.

Then this past July TJ once 
again received orders to move to 
Osan. One of the first places he 
went when he returned was the 
hospitality house. While away, TJ 
had continued to grow in his faith 
and has now become one of the 
leaders within the hospitality house. 
As he put it, “They helped change 
my life and I am forever grateful.” 

TJ’s story is a good reminder of why 
we do what we do in Cadence. All 
over the world, there are young men 
and women far from home, often in 
stressful situations, who are looking 
for belonging and purpose. Having 
a place where they can feel loved 
and cared for, along with pointing 

them to the God who desires a relationship with them, is 
what Cadence is all about. I hope that TJ’s story encourages 
you as you partner with us to reach this generation who have 
chosen to serve our country in the military. 

Thankful for TJ’s story,
Dave and Bonnie

Osan House Directors Michael and Jonna with TJ


