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Recently, I was asked about a personal 
ministry highlight. Immediately, Shay and 
Matthew came to mind. Every week since 
mid-February, we have been leading a men’s 
Bible study together through the Gospel 
of Mark at the Wired Bean (the Airmen’s 
Ministry Center). Neither of them had 
led a Bible study before, but both said yes. 
Upon my return from the States, I was 
welcomed and introduced to a group of 
nine men, and I was the new face. Then 
I watched Shay and Matthew skillfully 
facilitate an overview of Colossians. I am 
glad I was along for the ride. I was blessed 
that night and through the process leading 
up to it. The study is now theirs. 

Join me in praising God for what He 
is doing in and through these men, 
and please pray for them. Yay, God, for 
what He does as we follow His prompts, 
opportunities met with obedience. I am 
grateful to share stories like these with you. 
Thank you for your partnership in this 
work. All of it matters more than you and 
I can grasp. It is indeed both a humbling 
and rejoicing business. 

Much love and God bless,
Deric Sneller

My name is Shay Harry, and I am 
stationed at Kadena Air Base in 
Okinawa. Throughout the past year 
of being influenced by Cadence 
ministries, the relationships that 
I have built with the people who 
gather in these ministries have been 
the most meaningful and impactful. 
Whether that be people from the 
Harbor Hospitality House or the 
opportunity to lead a men’s study at 
the Wired Bean, the people I have 
met have impacted me. Those folks 
may or may not know it, but I am 
very thankful for the opportunity 
to know them. 

I have been taught patience, 
responsibility, and so many 
perspectives of spirituality and 

maturity. During my time co-
leading the men’s Bible study, I 
have learned so much about the 
men who attend, as well as the 
man who our study is about. It is 
because of Him that we gather, 
uplift, and encourage each other in 
the Spirit every week, or as often as 
we can meet. 

A lesson that I am continually 
learning is that as much as I may 
think I know, I am humbled every 
meeting or every study. Every 
man at the table there who hears 
the message God has put on my 
heart teaches me much more than 
I will ever teach them. We all have 
experiences and perspectives of 
faith that the person across the 

table might not understand. That 
has been one of the most humbling 
yet encouraging challenges with 
which I have been blessed. I have 
only been able to learn any of these 
lessons because of the relationships 
I have been able to build and pour 
into through Cadence ministries.

Shay, Rebecca, and Matthew
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This is not a legally binding promise to give. Contributions to Cadence International are 
tax-deductible so far as the law allows. While we attempt to honor the specific wishes 
of all donors, Cadence maintains complete discretion and control over the use of the 
donated funds and is authorized to redirect funds within the ministry.

DONATE: PO Box 1268, Englewood, CO 80150 • 800.396.6680 • Cadence.org

 I will pray for the Snellers

 I will support their ministry with:  
 $ ___________ per  month  quarter  year 
 Starting date: ____________________________

 I have enclosed a special gift: $ _____________ 
 Name of special project (if applicable) ______________________

 I would like to receive the Snellers’ ministry emails
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My name is Matthew Gettman and 
I have been involved at The Harbor 
since December of 2020. Having 
arrived in Okinawa only two 
months prior, I didn’t have many 
friends at that point. Instantly, The 
Harbor became my favorite part 
of the week. I would look forward 
to Friday nights at The Harbor 
every week and would always leave 
feeling like I belonged. I eventually 
was asked to join the Servant Team 
where we talked about our spiritual 
gifts and how to use them. It was 
here that I began to focus on how 
the Lord has gifted me. Through a 
series of questions, I learned that 
one of my gifts was teaching. I 
had never had the opportunity to 
pursue or try this gift. 

Deric provided a perfect way for 
me to try it out by giving me an 
opportunity to teach at The Harbor. 
Even though I was incredibly 
nervous (and had some hiccups), I 
made it through and loved it! Being 
able to teach gave me the motivation 
to pursue Christ and to dive into the 
Word with passion. I feel closer to 
the Lord when I teach, and I pray 
more when I know I have to speak 
about the Word of God. From there, 
Deric offered me another chance to 
teach at The Harbor and also asked 
if I wanted to co-lead a Bible study 
with Shay, another member of the 
Servant Team. 

From teaching and leading Bible 
studies, I’ve learned a lot about 
what not to do. For instance, 

talking fast so that you can get 
through a specific section of the 
study quickly is not effective. But 
I’ve also learned a great deal of what 
to do. A person who meditates on 
the Word of God does a much 
better job than a person who goes 
about it flippantly. Leading a Bible 
study has been a joy that I never 
realized before now. Being a leader 
of a Bible study pushes me to dive 
deeper into the Word and flee 
from sin with renewed strength. It 
produces a yearning to pray for the 

men of the study. I haven’t had a 
conviction to pray for anybody as 
strongly as I do for the men who 
come to our study. 

I am extremely thankful for The 
Harbor and how it has pushed me 
in my faith. I still remember the 
first time I saw someone other than 
Deric teach at The Harbor. I told 
myself that would never be me. And 
yet here I am more than a year later, 
thankful I’ve been given a gift I 
didn’t know would be so rewarding.

Servant Team


