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OUR MONTH IN OKINAWA
Ministry team! We wanted to give you a quick update on 
our logistics trip to Okinawa, sharing more about how the 
Lord provided for us as we spent a month preparing for our 
full-time move to the island later this year. But first, thank 
you so much for your prayers as we officially began this 
journey to the field, we appreciate you all so much. 

Some big goals we accomplished during this time:
• Housing – We signed the lease for our new apartment! 

When we head back out to Okinawa, we will be able to 
head directly to our new home. Our apartment will be 
near the Sunabe Sea Wall (pictured) and is the previous 
home of some dear friends/Cadence missionaries. We 
are so grateful that the Lord opened doors and aligned a 
space for us to call home and to bring our baby to—and 
a space for any of you to come visit us in! We’ll have a 
guest room waiting for you.

• Military ID cards and driver’s licenses – We secured 
our military ID cards and passed our SOFA driver’s 
license test! Both of these items will need to be renewed 
when we return to the island in the fall, but now that 
most of the leg work is done, this should be a breeze!

• Cars – We purchased our vehicles! The Lord opened 
doors for us to purchase two great used cars from 
Cadence missionaries, and used cars are MUCH cheaper 
in Okinawa! We are so grateful for how the Lord has 
provided in so many ways to meet our needs. 

• Connecting and relationship-building – We had an 
opportunity to meet and connect with three different 
chaplains while we were there. A significant portion of 
our ministry will focus on building up and encouraging 
the chaplains on island, as they will be key partners in 
ministering to the Marines on Okinawa. We also got 
to attend various ministries on the island, experiencing 
two different chapel services, sitting in on a handful of 
different Cadence ministries, and seeing how the Lord is 
at work on the island.

• Meeting old and new friends – One of the great joys 
of our trip was the ability to connect with the Cadence 
missionaries who are currently there. Some of them 
are old friends to reconnect with, and others were new 
partners in ministry who we can’t wait to team up with! 
Not only that, but Dani also ran into two old friends 
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from her time on the island years ago, and it looks as if 
the Lord is intertwining our paths with them once again. 

• Visualizing – It was a HUGE blessing to get to see the 
ministry building and sports facilities on base. After two 
years of dreaming and anxiously waiting, we were able 
to visualize where our ministry will take place and begin 
to pray and dream over the physical spaces that we’ll be 
using to share the Gospel.

• Insurance – Since we officially headed to the field, we 
are now officially insured by Cadence! This means that 
we are covered for all our upcoming check-ins and trips 
to the hospital in preparation for the baby, and this is a 
HUGE answer to prayer!

• Rest – Rest is often seen as the least glamorous of 
spiritual disciplines, and yet sometimes, it’s the most 
important. After a crazy year and a half of working 
multiple jobs each, support raising, and a wild last 
couple of months of moving, Dani and I were able to 
spend some much-needed time practicing Sabbath. We 
went on dates, we had fun learning how to navigate a 
Japanese grocery store together, we sampled some of 
our neighborhood coffee shops and tried some of the 
(delicious) local cuisine, and we were reminded of how 
blessed we are to serve such a great God, and to be able 
to do it together.  

LOOKING AHEAD
Looking at the road ahead for this summer, we are back 
in the States for a few months. Here in June, we will be 
heading to Wisconsin for Cadence’s global conference, 
which will bring together missionaries from all over the 
globe to fellowship, connect, share what God has been 
doing in the mission, and pass along insights on how we 
can continue to improve in our ministry to the military 
community. We wrapped up the month of June in 
Wisconsin for Cadence’s global conference, which brought 
together missionaries from all over the globe to fellowship, 
connect, share what God has been doing in the mission, 
and pass along insights on how we can continue to improve 
in our ministry to the military community. From here on, 
we will look to wrap up the last portion of our monthly 
support needed to reach 100% (we are just about five 
percent away from being FULLY FUNDED!) and we will 
anxiously await the arrival of our baby boy in August; then, 
we will return to Okinawa as soon as we secure his passport. 
The details and logistics that we were able to line up on this 
original trip will make that transition so much easier, and 
allow us to settle into our place in Japan much quicker and 
easier as we move our family out there for full-time ministry.

We appreciate you all so much, and are so grateful for your 
love and support. 

In Christ,
Jarett and Dani Thoren


