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Chongs’ Chronicle

God is Merciful and Sovereign
“I saw the tree falling and slammed on the brakes 
and closed my eyes. There was a big crash and when 
I opened my eyes, there was glass everywhere.”

Nathaniel had some lacerations on his hand and arms 
but otherwise was not seriously injured. You can see 
in the photo how close the fallen tree just missed 
his side of the car. Just a few inches and…you can 
imagine. Gratefully, we don’t have to and just thank 
the Lord of Providence for protecting Nathaniel.

Nathaniel certainly had a shocking experience as 
a young driver and seemed to be doing all right 
emotionally as of this past Saturday. God showed 
mercy through the good people of South Carolina, 
as well. His door was jammed and man came to 
pull it open from the outside. Someone else called 
the police instantly. Another driver from the other 
side of the street provided his contact information 
in case the police needed a witness. Recognizing his 
youth, one person gave him instruction on what to 
do. We are grateful for all these helpers.

After the Manuela and Janna took care of the police 
report and insurance claim, Manuela and I pondered 
what God had to teach us through this traumatic 
experience. The timing of the tree falling just as 
Nathaniel went by indicated to me this was no 
usual “accident.” God allowed it to happen and yet 
protected Nathaniel. He is sovereign and merciful. 
One thing is for sure. Our very lives are in His hands.

Of course, the car is totally out of commission. We 
now need a replacement car, and the extremely high 
used car prices are making it hard to find a reliable 
one. The insurance only covers two-thirds of the price 
of a car comparable to the damaged 2009 Toyota 
Camry. We would appreciate any help in finding one 
within driving distance of Columbia, SC.

Please praise and thank God with us, and we ask 
for intercession for our necessities. 

Blessings,
The Chongs
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